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Each spring, formations of sandhill cranes crisscross the skies along Nebraska’s Platte River in
one of the last great migratory spectacles on the North American continent. From across the
globe, tens of thousands of visitors gather to witness a land transformed, “wild with birds.” But
the central Platte River system is witness to even more than this wondrous annual event. It is
also an abiding source of natural, agricultural, and economic life in three states as an icon of
western history and as a place of wonder. In This River Beneath the Sky, Doreen Pfost
seamlessly blends memoir and nature writing, tracking the Platte River valley for one calendar
year, ushering readers through its diverse and changing landscape and the plants, animals, and
humans that call the ecosystem home.From serving as a tour guide for visitors who come to see
the sandhill crane migration to monitoring the population count on a bluebird trail, from exploring
the human settlements surrounding the Platte River to wading the river with biologists, Pfost
immerses herself in the rhythm and life of the area. Along with Pfost’s personal experiences of
the river, she explores the river’s history, the land- and water-use choices that were made
decades ago and their repercussions that must now be mitigated if cranes—and other species—
are to survive and flourish, and the legislative and scientific efforts to preserve the diverse
species and their essential habitat.
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LRB, “I highly recommend Doreen Pfost's book. I highly recommend Doreen Pfost's book, This
River Beneath the Sky: A Year on the Platte. I have witnessed sandhill crane migration on the
Platte River many times and am always at a loss to describe the sounds and sight of a hundred
thousand cranes. I do not have the words to convey the wonder of this huge migration. Doreen
Pfost does. She is a careful observer. She has spent hours in crane blinds. She is filled with
wonder. I am filled with appreciation for the accuracy and completeness of the way she has
detailed the conservation efforts to make sure the cranes can return to their preferred habitat on
the Platte River. Her book is a perfect companion for me as I drive west on I-80 for my annual
pilgrimage to see the sandhill crane migration.”

Colorado, “Seldom have I read a work of nonfiction, especially .... Seldom have I read a work of
nonfiction, especially one focused on ecology and the natural world, that has gripped my
attention from the beginning pages and kept my interest almost non-stop to the end. Normally, I
read such books sporadically, interested but not riveted. Not This River Beneath the Sky by
Doreen Pfost. She braids nature writing, conservation issues, and memoir into a narrative that
flows as smoothly as the many channels of her beloved river. Pfost organizes her twelve
chapters around the calendar year and one specific location on the Platte River in central
Nebraska. She begins with the arrival of the sandhill cranes in the early spring and ends full
circle with their return the following year. This not only provides a full portrait of the river through
all of the seasons, but it symbolizes the recurring cycle that has lasted throughout the ages, a
reassurance that although generations may come and go, nature perseveres. (For more of this
review, go to [...])”

NM hiker, “A year on the Platte, including sandhill cranes, very interesting, well written. This a
compelling, very interesting book, so extremely well written. I have spent several springs on the
Platte, among the sandhill cranes on their migration. This book shows some of what that's
about, although, like the Grand Canyon, words nor pictures begin to capture it. The writer is one
of the best I have ever read, on a topic both compelling and interesting. I love this book. It's a
keeper, to reread again and...  Hope she writes some more!”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 6 people have provided feedback.
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